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More than 40 years have elapsed
between the Treaty of Rome
establishing the European

Economic Community (EEC Treaty) and
signed by 6 countries, and the recent
agreement on the European Constitution
by the Heads of State of the 25 Member
States. The EU constitution is a sort of
compromise between the demands of
those who want more integration and
those who want to preserve the rights
of the nation states.
On Europe Direct (europa.eu.int/euro-
pedirect/), a free service for Euro citi-
zens, the hotline top theme is mobility
and the right to move freely between
countries. Supporters of a federal
Europe might forge ahead in new areas
like tax harmonisation or social securi-
ty, as they have done with the single
currency. Europe is building up
towards practical issues, enabling us to
move more easily, even if technocracy
still appears cumbersome.
In this global context, the weight of
our long discussions and meetings
about the Blood Directive may appear
very light. These legislative instru-
ments which oblige member states to
introduce them into their existing laws
have the advantage of harmonising
existing practices. The blood directive
transition period is now over. That’s a
further step forward and there are sure-
ly many more to come.
Of course, some things will never
change: those who wanted to go fur-
ther and those who wanted to hold
back in 1958, are most probably still
present today.

Claudine Hossenlopp
Editor ■
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Why would you 
want to wait longer than

necessary?

The rapid bacterial 
detection technology 

The Scansystem* consists of 
• an analyzer: a very sensitive solid-phase cytometer.
• a single-use disposable kit designed to test 

three platelet concentrates simultaneously.

Its performances
• Test performed from 30 hours after collection
• Results available in less than 90 minutes
• Detection of any bacteria, dead and alive 
• Very high sensitivity 
• False positive < 0.01 % 

* Not available in the US, 510k pending
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Manufactured by

Scansystem® and Hemosystem® are registered trademarks of HEMOSYSTEM Corporation. HAEMONETICS® is a registered trademark of HAEMONETICS Corporation.               
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