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T his issue of Transfusion Today
focuses on recruitment of blood
donors around the world. The

diversity of problems and approaches to
address the same goal: collecting enough
safe blood, is quite striking.
The French and Danish papers reflect
the issues in areas of the world where
a blood donation culture has been estab-
lished for over 50 years in a context
of financial affluence, developed com-
munication, and overwhelming
bureaucracy. The papers from India,
Malaysia and Guinea illustrate well that,
in areas where there is little culture of
blood donation, money is scarce, sur-
viving is the people’s concern, being
successful at convincing to give blood
and eventually doing it repeatedly is
an enormous challenge. It requires adapt-
ability, inventiveness, determination and
some funding to progressively shift from
a hospital based replacement donor blood
source to a regular panel of repeat vol-
unteer donors.
The enormous emphasis put on blood
safety by developed countries but also
international organisations tends to
obscure the fact that 80% of the world
population desperately need blood:
this is the priority. In the many countries
that collect less than 5 units/1000 inhab-
itants, patients die for lack of blood
and restricting the supply to volunteer
donors for increased safety is not serv-
ing the population well.
Knowing your population, taking advan-
tage of local, governmental or external
help and applying these variety of resources
to tailor a strategy adapted to the local
situation are keys to a successful blood
programme.

Jean-Pierre Allain
Editorial board ■

Eighty percent of 
the world population
desperately need
blood : this is the
priority
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Why would you 
want to wait longer than

necessary?

The rapid bacterial 
detection technology 

The Scansystem* consists of 
• an analyzer: a very sensitive solid-phase cytometer.
• a single-use disposable kit designed to test 

three platelet concentrates simultaneously.

Its performances
• Test performed from 30 hours after collection
• Results available in less than 90 minutes
• Detection of any bacteria, dead and alive 
• Very high sensitivity 
• False positive < 0.01 % 

* Not available in the US, 510k pending

w
w

w
.m

ilk
-a

nd
-h

on
ey

.d
e

Manufactured by

Scansystem® and Hemosystem® are registered trademarks of HEMOSYSTEM Corporation. HAEMONETICS® is a registered trademark of HAEMONETICS Corporation.               
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